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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCLETY. 
Extracts of Correspondence. 


Report of the Rev. Ebenezer Henderson, 
relative to his visit to Iceland, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the 
Plans of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in that Island. 


Having, by the kind providence of 
God, attained the object of my mission 
to Iceland, it now becomes my no less 
pleasing than bounden duty, tofurnish 
the Committee of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society with a detailed ac- 
count of the measures | found it ne- 
ecssary to pursue for that purpose, and 
the results wita which they have been 
accompanied. 

Previously to my leaving Copenha- 
gen, | succeeded in getting 2,123 cop- 
ies of the Icelandic Bible, and 4,105 
copies of the New ‘Testament shipped 
for seven of the principal mercantile 
stations on the Island, at which places 
they were directed to be left ull it 
should be in my power to forward 
proper orders as to the most eligible 
mode of bringing them into circula- 
tion. On the Sth of June, 1814,I took 
iny departure for Reykiavik, where, 
after a tedious passage, | arrived on 
the 15th of July, and received a hear- 
ty welcome frou: the natives, who had 
already been apprised of the olyject of 
my visit. 

Owing to the lateness of my arrival, 
tt was with regret [ found that the 
inost favourable opportunity for the 
distribution of the Scriptures thatsea- 
son was irretrievably lost. Had I 
come a mouth sooner, I should have 
arrived in the very middle of the Han- 
dels-tid, or period of traffic, when 
numbers of the inhabitants repair to 
Reykiavik from all the quarters of the 
island, and barter their home produc- 





tions for articles of foreign iisporta- 
tion. They had now all returned to 
their respective districts; and there 
was no other way of acquainting them 
with the supply that had arrived, than 
by sending an express to the different 
corneys, or travelling myself around 
the coast. The latter mode I prefer- 
red, on various accounts, as I should 
thereby have it in my power to ascer- 
tain the actual wants of the people ; 
leave e copies as specimens on passing 
along; make the necessary arrange- 
ments with the merchants and others 
for their circulation in the’ vicinity of 
the sea-ports to which they had been 
forwarded from Copenhagen. 

The singular nature of the island, 
arising chiefly from the repeated and 
awful volcanic revolutions to which it 
has been subjected, together with the 
small degree of progress the inhahit- 
ants have made inthe more useful 
arts, render travelling a matter of 
much difficulty and inconvenience. I 
was under the necessity of providing 
myself with a tent, horses, provisions, 
&c. as if I had intended to penetrate 
some of the vast deserts of Asia.— 
Having resolved to strike in a direct 
line, through the interior, to the north- 
ern shores, and then pursue my route 
round the coast to Reykiavik, and 
made certain arrangements for the 
circulation of the Scriptures in the 
southern districts during my absence, 
1 set off from that town on the 26th of 
July, in company with Captain Von 
Scheel, one of the Danish officers em- 
pley ed in surveying the island, to 
whom f would here acknowle dge my 
very great obligations for the advice 
and assistance “which, in a variety of 
ways, he afforded me in the prosecu- 
tion of my design. Our first station 
was a small farm, on the southern 
margin of the Thingvalla Lake, the 
inhabitants of which were extremely 
poor, and (what was most to be de- 
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plored) they were destitute of the Bi- 
ble. A copy which I gave them the 
following morning, was received with 
every demonstration of gratitude and 
joy. ‘The road, or rather track, now 
jay across the ruins of nature, a vast 
region of lava, cracked and rent in the 
niost dreadful manner, and often pre- 
senting Geep chasms, ketween which 
there was scarcely sufficient space for 
the horses to proc ‘eed. Into the larg- 
est of tliese we were obliged to descend 
vith our horses, and were struck with 
wonder at the force which has disrup- 
ted the solid masses of calcined rock, 
soasto firma gap not less than 180 
fect deep, in many places nearly of 
the sume width, and about three nies 
in length. Close to this stupendous 
fissure, is the spot where the Chris- 
tian Re ‘ligion was publicly established 
by law, A.D. 1006, and where the 
Geueral Assembly of the nation con- 
tinued to be held for nearly nine hun- 
cred years. Arriving at “Thingvalla 
Church, we resolved to await the ar- 
rival of our baggage, which had pro- 
eceded by a more circuitous route. 
‘Lhe Pastor is an aged man of seventy. 
Hlis pansh consists only of twelve 
families; and though he could not fur- 
nish me with any “certain statement, 

vet he did not ‘believe there were 
more than two, or, at the most, 

three of them that had a copy of the 
Bile. 

Afer dinner, we proceeded across 
the plain, which is completely filled 
with lava, trembling, at times, at the 
monstrous parallel fissure s which yaw- 
ved upon us on every side ; and, after 

advancing with difficulty through an- 
other dismal voleanic tract, we came 
to the hot springs of Laugarvatn, in 
which the greater number of the in- 
habitants were baptised in the above 
mentioned year, on their return from 
the Assembly. Poth here and at ovr 
next station, the Geysers, the peeple 
ciscovered the most ardent desire to 
POS: ESS the divine oracles. ‘The sur- 
prising physical appearances which 

re exhibited every where around 
the rm, are certainly calculated, in a 
very eminent degree, toexcite in their 


minds the most sublime conceptions 
of the power and majesty of God; but, 

instead of affording auy relief ‘to a 
mind burdened with a sense of guilt, 
they are calculated to aggravate its 
terrors, and drive it to the iast stage 

of despair. The Bible, on the other 
hand, while it strengthens every im- 
pression made by nature of the Divine 
greainess, majesty, and pewer, intro- 
duces the message of mercy, and war- 
rants the repentant sinner to view the 
Omnipotent Jehovah as his Father and 
Friend. 

Atthe Geysers, the most magnifi- 
cent and astonishing hot spouting 
fountains in the orn we spent two 
days, chiefly with a view to rest our 
hor ses, and “fit them for a desert and 
mountain journey, several days in 
length. We were here surrounded by 
numerous orifices and craters, filled 
with hot water, from several of which 
columns, from three to ten feet in dit 
ameter, were darted at irregular inter- 
vals, some of them to the height of 
nearly an hundred feet in the atmos- 
phere, enveloped in voluminous clouds 
of steam, and accompanied with sul+ 
terranean reports, aud a concussion 
ef the ground beneath our feet. I 
doubt ifa scene more grand and im- 
pressive be displayed within the limits 
of the visible creation; yet it only ex- 
hibits “the hiding of His power,” who 
is “ wonderful in counsel, and excel- 
lent in working ;” of whose operations, 
when we have known the most, we 
are compelled to exclaim, “Lo, these 
are parts of his ways, but how little 
a portion is heard of him!” Job 
xxvi. [4, 

At the last house, on the south side 
of the island, [ found an old defective 
copy of the second part of the Old 
Testament. As the family was poor, 
I eave a New ‘Testament to the chik 
dren; om which two of them immedt- 
ately read a portion aloud; and it 
was pleasing to observe, from the 
manner of the eldest, a girl of about 
eighteen, and the emphasis she laid 
ou the proper words, that she not only 
understood, but seemed to feel the im- 
portance of what she read. It was 
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artof the Evangelic history of the 
sufferings of the Redeemer. On my 
return the same way this summer, T 
was still more gratified to find that 
the girl had made an astonishing use 
of the New Testament during the 
winter, for there was not a passage to 
which I made the most indirect refer- 
ence, which she did not quote with she 
same facility and accuracy, as if she 
were reading it from the book. We 
now bade farewell to the habitations 
of men, and traversed a vast inhospi- 
table waste, consisting, for the most 
part, of calcined stones and voicanic 
sand, with here and there a stream of 
lava, and walled in on both sides by 
ice mountains of immense size. Ex- 
cepting three or four small spots, not 
the least trace of vegetation was to be 
seen, and between two of the stations, 
we had a long ride of nearly fifty 
miles. On the fifth day from our en- 
tering this desert, we descended into 
the beautiful valley of Eyafiord, and 
made the best of our way to the first 
farm, called Tiornombz, where we 
pitched our tents, and experienced 
much hospitality from the inhabitants. 
This valley is well peopled; but it was 
with concern I learned, that few co- 
pies of the Scriptures were to be found 
in it. The same evening I seld a Bi- 
ble and New Testament, and gave 
away two New Testaments gratui- 
tously. I could have sold many more, 
but was obliged to save them for spe- 
cimens, and pacify the people with the 
promise that they would soon receive 
them in plenty. One of those who 
obtained a New Testament discovered 
an uncommon degree of humble sim- 
plicity. On receiving the book it was 
hardly possible for him to contain his 
joy; and as a number ef people had 
now collected about the door of my 
tent, I caused him to read the third 
chapter of John, when they all sat or 
knelt on the grass, and listened with 
the most devout atiention. As he 


proceeded, the tears began to trickle 
down their cheeks, and they were all 
seemingly much affected. ‘The scene 
was, doubtless, as new to them as it 

was to me. 


To describe the pleasure 
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I felt on the occasion is really impos- 
sible. I forgotail the fatigues of trav- 
elling througi the desert, and, indeed, 
to enjoy auother such evening Ll could 
travel twice the distance. 

On passing down the valley, we 
came to Hiatinagil, where the Dean 
of Eyafiord resides, when I immedi- 
ately delivered lim a letter of intro- 
duction, which I had received from 
the Bishop. The intelligence it con- 
veyed proved as welcome as it was 
new and unexpected; and the Dean 
kindly assured me, that, indepeudent- 
ly of the letter from the Bishop, I 
should have found him ready to lend 
ine all the aid he could atiord, in car- 
rying the benevolent designs of the 
Society intoefiect. Ashe was tocom- 
meuce his autumnal visitation the day 
following, he promised to enjoin on his 
Clergy the institution ef an inquiry in- 
to the state of their parishes with res- 
pect to Bibles, that the necessary 
quantity might ‘be ordered froin Co- 
penhagen : and in a Jetter which [ re- 
ceived from him in the course of the 
wiuter, was inclosed a list, made. up 
from the returns, by which it appear- 
ed, that no less than 354 subseriptions 
had been received for Bibles, and 143 
for New Testaments, (all of which 
were to be paid for at the Society’s 
price, ) and that 113 Bibles, and 96 
Testaments would be needed besides, 
for gratuitous distribution. 

We arrived at the factory of Aku- 
reyri, on the 4th of August, and the 
following day I was happy in having 
an opportunity of execuling a com- 
mission I had received from Bishop 
Vidalin. Previously to my departure 
from Reykiavik, his tordship , jokingly 
said, that on my arrival in the north, 
ik would be in my ponte lo settle a 
serious dispute which had arisen be- 
tween two of lis Clergy, J thai he 
invesied me with full powers to that 
end. ‘The subject of diffrence wasa 
copyef the Bible, which had been lent 
from a church on the main land, but 
had been so long in the possession of 
the church at Grimsey, that the cler- 
gyman of that place refused to give 
it up to the church to which it origin- 
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ally belonged. Indeed, his unwilling- 
ness to part wits it cannot be a matter 
of surprise, when we reflect that it was 
the only copy among twelve familias, 
residing on an island thirty miles from 
the main land, and who are soextreme- 
ly poor, that there is scarcely an indi- 
vidual among them capable of pur- 
chasing a Bible, a sold at the 
most moderate price. s he was al 
this time at the factory himse.f, f bad 
some couversation with hii, and not 


only gave him a copy for the use of 


the ‘parish till the proper supply should 
arrive, but also one for bis own use, as 
] (ound his circumstances did not ad- 
mit of his purchasing one. ‘ihe same 
evening I sold a Bible and New ‘Tes- 
tument to a peasant, who had come 
from a neighbouring parish on pur- 
pose to buy them. His wife bad been 
atthe factory in the forenoon, and 
ihough shewas desired to wait till the 
e neral distribution took p'ree, the 
desiie of obtaining copies, wuich was 
excited in the family on her return, 
was so great, thet her husband was 
obliged to set off, and try i his apph- 

cation would not be nore successful. 
¥ still endenvoured io persuade him to 
wail, as I had so few copies; but he 
would take no refusal, and insisted, 
that if I did not let him have the Bi- 
bie now, Tshould at least receive the 
payment, that he might be sure of it 
next year Besides whbat I sold linn, 
he wished to have six New ‘Pesta- 
ments, that eacliol lis « chi idreu might 

‘furnished with a copy. 

Being in the vicinity of Hoium, I 
could not deny tivsell ‘the plcasure of 
visiting that vene rable place, where, in 
former times, so much had be en eftect- 
ed for supplyimg the island with the 
Holy Scriptures. No less than three 
folio editions were printed here; the 
first and best ef which mace iis ap- 
pearance in the vear LoS. 

On inquiry, I discovered that searce- 
by a cops of the mcriptures was now 
to be found m the valley in which Ho- 
lum is situated; and, from a more re- 
cent investigation, it appears, that in 
the contiguous and populous district 
of Skagafierd, there is one parish, con- 
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sisting of about 200 souls, yet in pos- 
session of only four Bibles, and another 
in which there were only three copies 
among fifty families. On my return 
from Hoium, the peasants all left the ° 
meadows, and came running to the 
road, to see me, and have some con- 
versation about the Scriptures: when 
they wished that a thousand blessings 
might descend on me, and the wood 
Christians who had sent me among 
them. Some were very particular in 
their inquiries about the reasons that 
induced us to do so much good to Ice- 
land; while others satisfied themselves 
as to the size of the present edition, 
and the source from which it had been 
derived. 

Having digested a plan with the 
Dean and Sheriff, relative to the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures in these 
parts, I took ny departure from bk ye 
ford, the 13th ‘of August, and arrived 
the same evening at the church and 
parsonage of Has, where Iwas very 
witectionally received by the C iergy~ 
man, to whom I had a letter of recom- 
mendation from the Bishop. On Jearn- 
ing theobject of my visit, he informed 
me that a corsidcrtble number, both 
of Bibles and New 'Pestaments, would 
be needed for the three parishes of 
which he is Rector: for though copies 
ofthe New _Festament printed in 1807, 
had been circulated among them, they 

ather iended to make the wants of 
the peepie more visible, than afford 
then any adequate supply. ‘The next 
dav, being the Lord’s day, I attended 
divine service in the church. Both in 
the sermon and one of the prayers, 
the most express notice was taken of 
the pievision made for the spiritual 
wauis of the inhabitants, by the re- 
ceat impressions of the Scriptures. 

Before dismissing the congregation, 
the clergyman gave them intimation 
oi the new Biblewand desired such as 
wished to Tornish themselves with co- 
pies to give him their names. We 
had scarcely got into the house, when 
it was crowded with people, who push- 
ed forward with uncommon eagerness, 
calling out, * put me down for a Bible 
—me for a Bible and New Testament 
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—me for three New Testaments,” &c. 
They expressed the peculiar satisfac- 
tion they derived from the idea, that 
it would be in their power to furnish 
their children with this anfallibie Di- 
rectory. 

Early on Monday morning, I pros- 
ecuted my journey, accompanied by 
the clergyman, hisson, and one of his 
servants. We had not rede many 
steps, when we all took off our hats 
for about the space of five minutes, 
and implored the Divine mercy and 
protection. This laudable wt im- 
pressive custom is universally prac- 
tised in sueh parts ef Iceland as re- 
main uncontaininuted by the influence 
of those foreigners who “ live without 
God in the world.” Before crossing, 
and after having crossed a river, the 
cenuine Icelander also moves his hat, 
in token of the sense he entertains of 
his dependence on the Supreme Be- 
ing; and the fishermen, when they 
put to sea, all take off their hats, and 
send up a prayer, committing them- 
selves to the protection of God, and 
soliciting his blessing on their labour. 
The following day Ll arrived at Greni- 
adarstad, the abode of the Dean, the 
Rev. Mr. Sheving. ‘The Dean is an 


aged man, has the superintendance of . 


eighteen parishes, and performs the 
duties of the ministerial office in that 
in which he lives. According to the 
account he gave me, the greatest scar- 
city of Bibles prevailed in this part of 
the island; and he did not believe 
there were more than two copies to 
be found in his own parish. Witha 
view to meet the returns from the dif- 
ferent clergyvinen, he has since order- 
ed about 300 copies of the whole Bi- 
ble, and 150 New Testaments. 

I now entered the dreary voicanic 
regionsof Mivatu, which together with 
the desert of Modrudal!, it was neces- 
ry for me to traverse, in order to reach 
the eastern coast. ‘l’o whatever side 
{ turned, nothing presented itself to 
my view, but the dismal effects of sub- 
terranean fires, and the most Jucid 
proofs of the decomposition which the 

earth is still undergoing at this place. 
At onetime Thad to pass over a trac! 
of lava between two paral'el rents, ie 
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bottom of which I could not discover, 
from the quantity of smoke they con- 
tinued to send forth; and at some 
places the space between them was 
scarcely suflicient to allow the horses 
to pass: at another time I was sepa- 
rated from seini-liquid beds of buruing 
sulphur only by a deceitful crust, 
which, in some piaces, was so thin, that 
ov the horse’s {cot sinking in the mould 
a ho.e was made, from which a quan- 
tity of steam issued with a hissing 
noise. ‘The road here lies across a 
mountain of briustone, which sends 
up, without intermission, immense 
columns of smoke into the atmos- 
phere. At Reykiahlid, or, “ The 
Smoaking Mountain-Side,”? where I 
pitched my tent for a night, | was 
greatly struck at the appearance of 
the church, which, in almost a miraec- 
ulous manner, escaped the general 
conflagration in the year 1728. Rea- 
ching the north-west corner of the low 
earthen wall, by which the church- 
yard is enclosed, the fiery torrent that 
was poure ol down trom the adjacent 
mountain, has been sudcenly arrested 
in its progress; and, at the distance: of 
only two feet from the wall, had divi- 
ded into two separate streams, by 
which it has pursued its course, till, 
advancing abovt twenty yards, the 
streams have again united, and left 
the church and burving. yround unin- 
jured amidst the surrounding flames. 
“ O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out !” 
(To be continued.) 





FROM THP SOUTH-SE \ ISLANDS, 


Missionary P'ooms, (London, 
Sep ember, 10, 1816. 
Sir—The following most pleasing 
intelligence, just received from the 
South Sens, is transmitted to you, by 
order of the Directors, for whom lam. 
Sir, your's truly, 
GLORGE BU RDER. 
i cite: ‘fro m the Missionaries in himeo. 
Eimeo, Sept. 6, IS15. 


Honoured Fethersand Bre eo— 


Providence favouring us again with 
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an opportunity, we think it our duty 
to acquaint you brieily with our own 
circumstances, and those of the Mis- 
sion since the date of our last, which 


was Jan. 14, 1815; a duplicate of 


which accony anies this. 

But before weenter particularly in- 
to the state of the Mission, and of af- 
fairs among the isiance s, we shall 
menwion some particulars of things 
ainong ourseives. "Though, at all 
times, we look upon the term of our 
abode ameng mortals as most un- 
certiin, yet the many d aths around 
us, our own frequent 'Iness, und 
various ablictions smee our residence 
on this ishund, tend still more to call 
our attention to this subject; and 
under these impressions, we have 
mm our last, 2s well as twice before, 
enticeted the Directors to © take the 
state of this Mission into scmous con- 
sideration; and, if pessible, to pro- 
vide for is wants, by sending some 
suitable Missionaries to our assistance 
before we sink into the grave, leaving 
our poor people destitute of instruc: 
tion.’ 

We have now to inform the Society, 
that a melancholy event, which took 
place very soon after the above was 
written, appears to urge the request 
will peculiar energy : for it hath 
pleased the Lord, tn his wise, vet lo us 
nysterious providence, to make a no- 
ther breach among us, by unexpected- 
lv removing frem us to the eternal 
world our Jate Brother Scott. The 
ininediate cause of his death was a 
bowel coinplaint, to which he had often 
heen subject before. He was taken 
i'l on Friday evening, aud died on the 
"Thursday fol! owing, the 9th of Fe- 
bruary. On that day, in the after- 
noon, he quitted his station among 
inortals, and went to join, we hope, 
the glorious company above. We did 
not, and apparently he did not him- 
self, apprehend his end was so near, 
or that he was, till Thursday morn- 
ing, in more dangerous circumstances 
than be had been several times be- 
fore. On the dav of his death he 


sonnet ac 
spoke bet little. and took put tittle 


hotice Of anv tiings; on: LOW biel 


then he dropped a few words ex- 
pressive of his reliance, as a helpless 
guilty sinner, on the All-sufficient 
Saviour. He was, apparently, often 
in prayer, and repeated “ Guide me, 
O thou great Jehovah,” and “ Jesus 
sought me when <a stranger,” &e. 
This is another afflictive dispensation ; 
aud, as we view things, a serious loss, 
not only to his bereaved partner and 
tvo orphan chiidren, but also to the 
Mission, as he had attained sucha 
knowledge of the language of these 
islanders as enabled him to convey 
insiruction in a plain intelligible man- 
ner, which is a more difficult attain- 

ent for an European than many are 
aware of. 

Thus our number ts lessening, while 
the call for instruction on the_part of 
ilie natives iscaily Increasing. Others 
of us are often unwell: and tie heavy 
work at our vessel (for such it is in 
our circumstances, and with so few 
hands.) is still unfinished. We have 
lately thought that the circumstances 
of the ni itives, and of the islands, call 
loudly for the establishment of three 
or four Missionary stations, including 
as many large seliools ; but we are al: 
together insufficient, even were the 
concerns of the vessel and of other 
matters relative to our temporal af- 
fairs entirely off our hands; we there- 
fore again entreat the Directors to 
take into consideration our circums 
stances and those of the Mission, and 
the request we make, which is also 
now the earnest request of hundreds 
of these poor islanders. A delay in 
this matter will be probably of per- 
nicious consequence to the Mission. 
A Mission, which the Lord hath been 
pleased to bless so abundantly, not- 
withstanding all former discourage- 
ments and disappointments. 

In the beginning of May, we had the 
irs tion of receiving by the Queen 

‘harlotte, colonial vessel, a case of 
hooks and papers, toge ther with va- 
rious private letters and several public 
ones. We acknowledge with g¢rati- 
tre our ebligatiens for the abundant 
pod encouraging information which 


at 
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From the last letter of the Directors 
we understand there were medicines 
and other supplies sent for us, but 
nothing of the kind has reached us ; 
nor have we heard of any thing being 
in the colony. However, our need of 
medicines and other articles is very 
great, there being so much sickness 
umong ourselves, and among the peo- 
ple around us, who are continually 
applying to us for relief in their dis- 
tresses. 

We have also received from the 
colony near 400 copies of our New 
‘Testament history, and 900 cate- 
chisms, with 106 copies of a few 
diymns that were composed for the use 
of the natives. These books came 
very opportunely, and were most 
gladly received by our people, hun- 
dreds of whom now can make use of 
them. We learnt also that the Old 
Testament part of the Scripture his- 
tory was in the press at Sydney, but 
could not then be finished for want of 
paper. Brother Crook has been of 
great service in correcting the press, 
and getting these books done as well 
and as soon as the state of things in 
the colony would allow; the Rev. Mr. 
Marsden being absent on his voyage 
to New Zealand, on the affairs of the 
Missionary settlement at that place. 
We send “gain by this conveyance a 
small spelling boek to be printed at 
Sydney ; this we are in much need of, 
those spelling books which were print 
ed in Lendon being all! expended, and 
the natives making many applications 
for more. For the expenses attend- 
ing these litde publications we must 
refer to Mr. Marsdeu and hope there 
will be no difficulty about the pay- 
ment of them, as it will be money well 
employed. 

But to be a little mere particular 
concerning the state of the Mission 
since ihe date of our last. From 
January to the end of June, it ap- 
peared to prosper greatly: our cou- 
gregations were large, and the attend- 
ance on the means of instruction con- 
stant and encouraging. The school 


mcreased rapidly , uid prespered; and 
iinose who 


renounced heathentsin, 
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and became the professed worship- 
pers of the true God, were increasing 
daily in different parts of this island, 
and also at Taheite. ‘The priest of 
Papetoai (the district where we reside) 
denounced heathenism; joined us, 
and publickly committed his god to the 
flames. Others followed his example 
both here and at ‘Taheite; morais 
were destroyed, and the altars over- 
thrown, and the wood of them used to 
dress commen food, of which different 
classes and sexes partook at one com- 
mon meal, in direct violation of an- 
cient prohibitions and customs. 

In the month of May, the queen, 
and her sister cal e| Pomare V ahine, 
went over to Taieite. The latter, 
having lately come up from the Lew- 
ard Islands, had never seen Taheite, 
but intended now, in company with 
a number of her people, to make the 
tour of the island. Inthe mean time the 
king, whe had resided for some time 
in our neighbourhood, thought, while 
this party was absent, of going himself 
on a siow journey around Limeo, 
stopping a while at different places, to 
see if he could persuade the chiefs and 
principal people to cast away their 
idols, &c. When he had proceeded 
in this manner as far as a sinall dis- 
trict called Maatea, he sent us the en- 
closed letter, to inform us of the state 
of religious affairs in that part of the 
island. During the month of June, 
we received also several letters from 
the party at Taheite, giving us an en- 
couraging account of the state of 
things there. ‘This party had not pro- 
ceeded on their journey as they inten- 
ded, but were still in the district of 
Pare where they had landed, and 
where the king’s daughter . Aimata, re- 
sided with her nurse. We were in- 
formed that considerable parts of the 
district of Pare, and of the neighbour- 
ing one, Matavai (our old residence) 
had cast away their vods, and embra- 
ced the true religion. When the queen 
went over, the king had sent a book 
for his daughter. This was looked 
upon as a public testimony, that she 

was to be brought up in the new reli- 
heion. This, toge ther with the rapid 
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increase ofthe “ Bure Atua,,’ or“ pray- 
ing people,” for so are our people cal- 
led, excited in the idolatrous chiefs a 
violent spirit of persecution. ‘They 
thought these things ought not to be 
endured any longer, but crushed alto- 
gether intime. Theidolatrous chiefs 
of Pare; and the chief of Hapaiano, 
got some ofthe chiefs of Matavai to 
join them in a conspiracy against the 
Bure Atua, and it was proposed to cut 
them off entirely, root and branch. 
But thinking themselves unequal to the 
ae those of the new religion being al- 
ready formidable, both in number ‘and 
respects bility, they acquainted the 
chiefsof Atahura and Papara_ with 
their views and intentions, and invited 
thein to join them. These, though 
their ancient rivals and enemies, came 
most readily into the measure, and 
prep ared to unite with them without 
delay; and on the night of July the 
7th, these combined forces were to fall, 
without mercy, on those who had re- 
nounced heathenism, and extermin: ate 
them ; but some of the parties being 
rather dilatory, and sec ret intelli: gence 
having been conveyed to the party 
whose ruin was determined upon, and 
they happening to be that evening, 
most of t) ‘em, together by the sea side, 
they quickly ‘got on board their ca- 
noes, and set sail for Eimeo, where 
they arrived, and were safely landed 
the following morning. The disap- 
pointed chiefs then quarrelled among 
themselves ; and the Atahuruans, &c. 
fell upon the Porionu party, that. is, 
upon the party who began the affair 
and had invited them. They fought; 
the Porionu were defeated, and a num- 
ber of men killed, among whom was 
one of their principal chiefs, and a 
promoter of the war. The Atahuru- 
ans, and those of Papara, being joined 
by Taiarabu, bumit, plundered, and 
cleared away before them, the who'e 
of the N. E. part of Taheite, from the 
borders of Atahura to the Isthmus. The 
question about religion seems now 
quite forgotten : and the different par- 
ties fought to revenge old quarre!s that 
happened many years 2.0 Some 
iume after, the T aarabu poo, ie qué 
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relled with those of Papara and At 
ahuru; fought with them, but were 
defeated and driven to the mountains. 

When, or how, these things may 
end, the Lord only knows; but we 
cease not to pray, ‘and do hope that 
these commotions will, in the end, be 
the means of furthering the good of 
the Mission. A great number of ref- 
ugees are come over from ‘Talieite, 
and still continue toarrive. The king 
has repeatedly sent messages of peace 
to the chiefs of the conquering party 5 
and they have repeatedly answered, 
that there is peace hetween them and 
him: though they have not yet settled 
old affairs among themselves. But 
though the king and our people have 
no desire to medd'e with the commo- 
tions at Taheite, except to promote 
peace, and do not intend to act, but 
us neutrals, or in self-defence, should 
it prove necessary 3 yet the aflairs of 
‘Taheite have thrown things in this isl 
and into great confusion for some 
weeks past, and we have not been 
withowt our fears and alarms. ‘The 
Lord, however, hath been pleased 
hitherto, to control and over-rule these 
affairs ina wonderful manner. ‘They 
have taken a turn, entirely undesign- 
ed, and unexpected by the first pro- 
jectors of the war; and our people, 
whose destruction was aimed at, hith- 
erto escaped ; thisisa matter for praise, 
and for thankfulness. 

Brother Crook has written to us, ex- 
pressing his desire and intention of 
coming to join us; and this, in one 
point of view, we should be heartily 
glad «f, as we are so much in want of 
assistance, and he would be able im- 
mediately to manage a large native 
school; but on the “other hand, the 
prese nt commotions, and _ his large 
family, are considerations of such im- 
portance, that we do not well know 
what to say ; however we wrote both 
to him and the Rev. Mr. Marsden on 
the subject, represeniing our want of 
assistance, and also the present state 
ofthe islands. We do not wish to 
discourage him, vet we apprehend the 
present connnotions likely to have ef- 
tect. The consideration of bis nu- 
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merous family, *:of great we'ght; for 
should he come and be soon removed 
by death, what is to become of them? 
And this leads toa subject nealy a-kin, 
which we would submitto the consid- 
eration of the Directors, viz.—In case 
of any of the Missionaries dying, and 
leaving his wife. behind him, or wife 
and famiiy, as is the case now of Mrs. 

Scott and her two children—we ask, 
liow is the widow, or widow and fami- 
ly of such Missionary to be supported ? 
What dependence has she on the So- 
ciety foi necessary support? either in 
case she remains in tie Mission, or 
chooses to return to New South Wales, 
or to Eng.and? 

We would again remind the Direct- 
ors of the great desirabieness of send- 
ing assistence to us speedily, whether 
Brother Crook. should join us or not; 
and tuat it would be of very great ser- 
vice to this Mission to have a printing- 
press, and a person who knows how to 
manage it; and next to this a person 
having a good share of medical skill, 
if also ofa true Missionary spirit; this 
would be tothe Massion a most valua- 
ble acquisition. 

Yesterday morning being our usual 
Missionary Prayer Meeting, at the 
close of which thir ty-nine more natives 
requested their names to be written 
down, which was done : the number is 
now about 362, not including some 
who were put away for bad conduct, 
and others sho died, some with very 
hopeful appearance ‘of their dying in 
ihe Lord. The school has also in- 
creased to upwards of 660, but we 
cannot admit more for want of books. 

With this we send a friendly and 
kind ‘etter, which we have just receiv- 
ed from his Excellency Gevernor 
Macquarrie, to whom we are under 
many obligations, and we submit it to 
the Directors, whether it would not be 
well for them to send him a_ friendly 
Jetter ? Hetakes a warm interest in 


the prosperity of this Mission, is well 
acquainted with us and our proceed- 
ings, and on. all occasions has shown a 
readiness to serve us—but not to add 
long 
we shall conclude, subscribing 


any thing more to this already 
letter. 
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ourselves, Honoured Fathers and 

Brethren, yours in the bonds of the 

Gospel. 
Henry DickNELL, 
Joun Davies, 
James Havyarp, 
WitiraM Henry, 
Henry Nort, 
Cnar_es WILSON, 
SAMUEL ‘TESSIER. 





Fram the Report of the Religious Tract 
Society in Berlin. 

During the last year, upwards of 
100,000 different tracts have been 
dispersed in the most remote pro- 
vinces of the Kingdom of Prussia, 
given to Soldiers marching to the field 
and to the Sick in Lazzarettoes. May 
the Lord of the great vineyard gra- 
ciously protect, cherish,and biess the 
seed thus sown. 

Although every one in his own 
circle must have had occasion to ob- 
serve and experience the mighty and 
incessant workings of the Holy Spirit 
upon the hearts of men, it will proba- 
bly not be superfiuous in this place to 
mention the following occurrences, 2s 
they may lead to the praise of God 
and the invigoration of Faith; and 
prove an encouragement to proceed 
cheerfully on the road now opened. 

Of more than six hundred Soldiers 
and Subalterns, to whom lately, among 
other religious books, the men “1 ts, 
intitled, Fhe Brave Soldier ; 2 he 
Life of "Peter Labbeck ; and The His- 
tory of the English Sailor Coney, had 
been given, many took these little 
books with visible emotions, and many 
with the most expressive and heart- 
felt gratitude ;—not a single one a- 
mong them shewed the least signs of 
thoughtlessness or scorn. 

Four Soldiers belonging to Anhalt, 
after being discharged, cured, from a 
French Hospital at Sedan, went sev- 
eral leagues out of their way in order 
to thank a worthy Clergyman at Eis- 
leben personally for a devotional 
Book, which having been given to one 
of their comrades, had fallen into 
their hands, aud greatly comforted 
them curing their stay in the Hespital. 
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It would be tedious to cite more in- 
stances, as every accurate observer 
of the waysof the Lord will often have 
occasion to acknowledge that the ends 
of Divine Mercy are thus abundantly 
promoted. It is however worthy of 
mention, that, soon after the receipt 
and distribution of the Books and 
Tracts of Mr. Schirding, a person in 
dying circumstances was so refreshed, 
strengthened, and comforted, by hav- 
ing one ofthe smaller T racts read to 
him; tliat he quitted his earthly abode 
full of hope and joy. | 
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REPORT 
Of the Prudential Committee, of the A- 


mericun Board of Gommissioners for 
Foreign Missions. 


Continued from p. 415. 


Your committee have attended to 
these representations with a very live- 
ly interest; and under the impression 
which they made, have judged it ad- 
visable to institute a specific charity 
under the denomination of the School 
Fund, or the Fund for the Education 
of Heathen Youn and Children. The 
monies of this fund, it should be dis- 
tinct!y uudersood, are intended to be 
applied to the maintenance of such 
young objects of christian charity as 
may be taken into our missionary fa- 
milies ; to the support of free schools 
for heathen children and youth in In- 
dia, in America, and in any and eve- 

Ince where our missions may be 
estabiishied ; to the supply of schools 
and of individuals with copies of the 
Scriptures, and such other books and 
tracts 2s shall be deemed needful ; 
and, also, if found necessary, to the 
defraving of the expenses incurred in 
supporting and educating such heath- 
en youth.as have been, or may here- 
after pe. bveught into our own coun- 
try, aud may, with fair prospects of 
usefulness. he designated to be sent 
back as preachers or teachers to their 
respe: tive pative lands. | In the suc 
cess of 2. fuid se interesting mi its « 


ject to every christian, every generous 
and philanthropic feeling » great confi- 
dence was entertained from the first. 
In this confidence, it was said to the 
missionaries, in a letter, written at the 
time. “ While we would have you 
take your measures with wisdom and 
good economy, we wish you not to fee) 
yourselves bound hand or foot. Open 
your hearts to enlarged and genereus 
views ; let your pians be comprehen- 
sive and well combined ; act with sys- 
tem, with vigor and with persever- 
ance; and depend, under Providence, 
on us and the christtan public for the 
requisite pecuniary means.” The 
coinmittee have great satisfaction in 
being able to state, that their cunfi- 
dence has not de eived then; that 
the Fund for the Education of Heath- 
en Youth and Children, has been, in 
different places and extensively, re- 
ceived with peculiar favour and inter- 
est; and that so far as appears it only 
needs attention on the part of this 
Board and its Auxiliaries to render it 
a perennial and copious source of 
widely extended blessings. 

Your committee have to regret, that 
from our missionaries at Bombay ne 
communications have been received 
of a later date than 29th Nov. last; 
and from those who sailed the last au- 
tumn, destined for Ceylon, only the 
bare intelligence of their arrival at 
that island has been received. It is 
already well understood, that this last 
company, though directed to Ceylon, 
were not however restricted by their 
instructions to that island; but were 
left at their well advised discretion, as 
to the place or places, where they 
should fix their station or stations.— 
From the first it was thought highly 
desirable, if practicable, that one or 
more of them should join the mission 
at Bombay. This appeared to the 
committee still more desirable and 
important, when they were made ac- 
quainted with Mr. Nott’s determina- 
tion to relinquish the mission ; and in 
the letters which have since been sent 
out, the desire has been earnestly 
exprese ‘dd that no legitimate means 

should be neglected to procure acces. 
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to Bombay for at least two of the last 
five. They are all however in the 
hands of Him, who is to have the hea- 
then for his inheritance, and whose 
servants they are; and to his provi- 
dential direction and disposal, with 
fervent prayers and with cheerful sub- 
mission, they may safely be confided. 
In regard to the Pagan Aborigines 
of our own country, the measures of 
the committee may not have advanc- 
ed so fast, as the expectations of the 
Christian public, or even of this board. 
The committee are fully aware, that 
many friends of the missions, not only 
in this country, bnt also in Europe, 
have thought it strange, that while so 
much has been doing for the distant 
heathen of India, so little should 
have been done for the not less des- 
titute tribes on our continent, and 
within our own borders. ‘The seem- 
ing neglect of these tribes, however, 
is not imputablé to a forgetfulness of 
them on the part of the committee, or 
to a want of an earnest desire te do 
something for their benefit. But the 
measures which have been concerted 
for this purpose have from time to 
time been frustrated, or impeded, by 
causes utterly beyond the power of 
the committee to control. At pre- 
sent however, measures are in such a 
train as to animate the hope of a gra- 
tifying result. Our missionary, the 
Rey. Cyrus Kingsbury, who has de- 
voted himself to the service with a 
view especially to the American In- 
dians, has been directed to proceed as 
soon as convenient from the State of 
‘Tennessee, where he has been employ- 
ed under a temporary commission 
irom the Connecticut Missionary So- 
ciety, into the Cherokee country, for 
the purpose of making the requisite 
preparations for the establishment 
there of a mission, and of mission 
schools, agreeably to the plan exhibit- 
ed in our last annual Report. When 


on his way to the westward, in pursu- 
ance of his instructions he communi- 
cated the design of the Board to the 
Heads of Departments, at Washing- 
ton, and solicited their patronage. 
‘They gave him a favourable hearing, 
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expressed their decided approbation 
of the design, and their disposition to 
render it every facility and aid which 
the laws would per mit; and by order 
of the President of the United States, 
the Secretary at War stated, oflic ially, 
that “ In the first instance, the Agent 
(for Indian affairs) will be directed to 
erecta comfortable school-lhouse, and 
another for the teaclrer, and such as 
may board with him, in such part of 
the nation as will be selected for the 
purpose. He will also be directed to 
furnish two ploughs, six hoes, and as 
many axes, for the purpose of introdu- 
cing the art of cultivation among the 
pupils. Whenever he is informed 
that female children are received, and 
brought into the school, and that a fe- 
male teacher has been engaged, capa- 
ble of teaching them to spin, weave, 
and sew, a loom and half a dozen spin- 
ning wheels and as many pair of cards 
will be furnished. He will be direct- 
ed, from time to time, to cause other 
school-houses to be erected, as they 
shall become necessary, and as the ex- 
pectation of ultimate success shall just- 
ify the expenditure. ‘The houses thus. 
erected, and the implements of hus- 
bandry and of the mechanical arts 
which shall be furnished, will remain 
public property to be occupied and 
employed for the benefit of the Nation. 
Ifthe persons, who are about to en- 
gage in this enterprise, should aban- 
don it, the buildings and utensils which 
shall have been furnished, may be oc- 
cupied by any other teachers of good 
moral character. ‘The only return 
which is expected by the President is 
an annual report of the state of the 
school, its progress, and its future 
prospects. 

At Washington Mr. Kingsbury had 
opportunity of conversing repeatedly 
with Col. Meigs, Agent for the Chero- 
kees, and with a Chief and two other 
men of the tribe, then at the city. 
“ The Agent,” he says, “may be re- 
lied upon as a firm and substantial 
friend tothe object of the mission. 
The Indians also appeared pleased 
with the design, and said it would be * 
highly gratifving tothe nation: that 
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they liad long wished to have schools 
established, and had thought of devo- 
ting a part ‘of their annuity to the ob- 
ject, but in consequence of some em- 
barrassments had felt themselves un- 
able.” 

Three young men have offered 
themselves, with very good recommen- 
dations, and have been accepted by 
the committee, to be employed in tea- 
cling the mission schools. 
them, Mr. Moody Hall, is now under 
the duvection of the Committee, in a 
Lancasterian school, for the purpose 
of becoming well versed in that meth- 
od of instruction, and all of them hold 
themselves im readiness for the ser- 
vice. As soon, theretore, as informa- 
tion shall be received from Mr Kings- 
bury of the requisite preparations be- 
ine in sufficient for wardness, these 
teachers may be sent out, and the bu- 
siness may be commenced, 

A thoueh the obj -ct of civilizing and 
ehvistianizing the small and sc attered 
tribes of American Indians bears no 
comparison in magnitude with that of 
‘ vangelizing the v.stly numerous and 
erowded population ‘of the Eastern 
Worl ls yet it is an object of too great 

importance to be overlooked , deeply 
niteresting in itself, and presenting 
very peculiar clniens upon the con- 
sciences, the feelings, and the liderali- 
fies of American Christians. Nor 
sould it be regarded as a hopeless en- 
terprise. ‘The history of missions re- 
wits few Instances since the apostolic 
me, perhaps indeed none in propor- 
tion to the expense and exertion, of 
ereater success in the conversion of 
heathens, than that which attended 
the labours of Eliot, the Mayhews, 
and Brainerd, among the Indians. lt 
is no wonder that since their day little 
Nas heen achieved ; for little, very lit- 
ve, has been attempted. ‘Whe spirit 
of Eliot, of the Mayhews, and of Brai- 
rerd bas for a long time slept. Never 
leed has the work of civilizing and 
eorisianizine our Indian tribes been 
iykk ew upon a well concerted and ex- 
conded plan, and conducted with vic- 
porseverance ; never has sven 
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an experiment been made as is now 
contemplated. ‘lo establish schools 
in the diilerent parts of the tribe, un- 
der missiouary direction and superin- 
tendeuce, for the instruction of the 
rising generation in common schoo! 
learning, in the useful arts of life, and 
in Christianity, so as gradually, with 
the divine blessing to make the whole 
tribe English in their language, civili- 
zedin their habits, and Christian in 
theirreligion; this is the preseut pli un: 
and the more it has been conte inpla- 
ted, the more it has presented itseif to 
the minds of the Committee, as being 
decidedly preferable to any other 
which has bee: adopted or propose “l, 
Were the Bible now tratadinnes inte all 
the languazes of the Indian tribes, it 
would be of no more use to them than 
our English Bible: for they cou'd read 
. no better. ‘The *y may be taugit to 
sad the Bible in the i ng'ish language 
en as much ease, as they could be 
taught to read itin their own; and 
having learned to read the English 
language, the sources of knowledge 
ana means of general improvement 
then opened to them will be incompar- 
ably greater and more various than 
their own language could ever ang 
cure for them. Assimilated im lan- 
ruage, they will more readily becom 
assimilated in habits and manners to 
their white neighbours; intercourse 
will be easy and the adi antages to 
them incalculable. The missionaries, 
meanwhile, will make themselves ac- 
quainted with the language of the 
tribe and preach to the aged as well as 
to the young: and they will avail 
themselves of the various and precious 
advantages, which the education of 
the children will afford,to gain the 
most favourabie access to the parents, 
and to communicate the know ledge of 
salvation. and the blessings of civili- 
zed lile to the peop! e of every age. 
Besides the missionaries already 
employe d, fixe young men, three of 
thein educated at the heological 
Seminary at Andover, and two of them 
at the Theological Seminar vatP rine P= 
ton, nnd all of them licensed preachy 
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ers of the Gospel, now hold themselves 
devoted to the service, to be employ- 
ed under Lie patvonage of this Board, 
as wisdom shall direct. 


(Lu be concluded. ) 





Ai au Meeting of a number of the Tnhab- 
alcdnis of the flown of Milford, pursu- 
ant to public mig Oct. 28th, 1516, 
for the purpose of ‘forming a Bible 
Society . 

Mr. Pinneo was appointed chair- 
nan, and Mr. ScRANTON secretary of 
ihe meeting. 

Voled, ‘that we deem it expedient 
to fori at this time, a Divle Society 
in Gills Lown. 

\Vlereupon the following preamble 
and Constitution were agreed to. 

in the formation of the American 
Rible Society, we behold « grand and 
noble scheme for deing good; a 
scheme for spreading the sacred Scrip- 
tures ui those dark regions where they 
have hitherto bee: unenjoyed and un- 
known. We hail it as forming the 
brightest era in the history of ou¢ 
country. 

Helieving that the universal distribu- 
tion of the Bible, is the great and di- 
vinely appointed means of difiusing 
light, and joy, and happir ess in our 
falien world, and of ushering in the 

glory of the latter day: knowing also 
that millions of our fellow creatures 
are destitute and many crying for help. 

We the Subseribers, anxious to assist 

in a work so benevolent, and so ne- 

cessary, and that promises such ex- 
tensive good, engage to form our- 
selves into’a Bible Society ; and to 
regulate ourselves by the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

1. The Society shall be called the 
Milford Branch Bible Society. 

The great object of the Society 
shall be to aid the Bible Society of the 
County of New-Haven, in the more 
extensive circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

3. There shall be annually chosen 
a President, Vice-Presidents, Secreta- 
ry, Treasurer, who together with six 
Directors, shall constitute a board of 
mangers, to conduct the business of 
the Society. 
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4. Each subscriber of one coilar, 
shall be a member for one year. 

5. Lach subscriber of ten dollars, 
at any one time, shali bea member for 
life. 

6. Any person continuing to pay 
his annual subscription for tiliecu 
years, shall be a member for life. 

7. ‘’hey who once -becouie meini- 
bers of the Society, shali be cousider- 
ed members Uli they bave requested 
the Secre' 

&. Life subseribers will be expected 
to pay the amount of their 
tion ito the 


> } - 
ary to erase (ew itadies. 


SULSCTIpD- 


ry, da i, . ° 
preasury. at the tlhe ol 


joining the Society: and aunual sub- 


scribeis, at cack annual mecting of ihe 
society. In case of failure, ii will be 
the duty of the Directors to see that 
the subscriptions are collected, and 
paid mito the Treasury as soon as may 
be. , 

$. All monies puid into the Treas- 
ury, sall be paid over to the Bible 
Society of this County, in cousidera- 
lion of the advantages held out to 
Branch Societies, always reserving to 
ourselves the right of constituling the 
ministers of ihis town, life-meimbers of 
the American Bible Soc ety.* 

1). The Society shall meet annua’- 
ly on the first wednesday in Octobe, 
to hear the Report of ‘her Treasurer, 
and choose their officers, and transact 
such othe: business as shall be brought 
before them. 

Il. Each ineeting of the Society 
shall be opened with prayer. ‘There 
shall also be an annual address deliy- 
ered before the Society, by some per- 
son previously appointed. 

12. ‘The Secretary shall keep a list 
of the subscribers, and shall record the 
doings of the Society. 

13. This Censtitution may not be 
altered except by two thirds of the 
inembers prescnut, at any recular wiect- 
ing of the Society. 

The Rev. BezaLteet PINNEO was 
chosen President. 


* Voted, That so much money of this So- 
ciety be paid over to the American Bible 
Society, as is necessary to constitute the 
ministers of this town life members of said 
Society. 
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Mr. AsisAn Carrineton, Rev. Ca- 
LEB Pirkin, Deacon Extas CLARK, 
were chosen Vice-Presidents. 

Rev. Erastus Scranron, Secretary. 

Mr. Naraan Nerrietron, ‘Treasu- 
rer. 

Mr. Horatio Down, Deacon WILL- 
tam Fenn, Mr. Ricnuarp Fenn, Mr. 
Samvurn Hiesy, Deacon Josern Prup- 
BEN, and Mr. bensamin Fenn, Jun. 
were cliosen Directors. 

On the 30th October, a Meeting 
was holden at Green’s Farms, fF air- 
field, (Con.) for the purpose of form- 
ing a Female Bible Society, auxiliary 
io and co-operating with the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in circulating the 
Holy Scriptures. 

The meeting was opened with an 
appropriate prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Ripley: after which the following la- 
dies were chosen as Officers for the 
ensuing year: 

Mrs. Eben Jessup, President. 

Mrs. J. Wilson, Mrs. J. Hyde, Vice- 
Presidents. 

Mrs. David Ripley, Mrs. Esther Jes- 
sup, Mrs. Wm. Richards, Mrs. Joseph 
Adams, Mrs. Zalmon Busr, Mrs. Ma- 
ry Andrews, Mrs. Louis Raymond, 
Munagers. 

Mrs. Simon Couch, Treasurer. 

Miss Eleanor Hyde, Secretary. 





The Female Beneficent Society of 
Windham, a Society which has been 
recently established, has appropriated 
30 dol'ars to constitute the Rey. Cor- 
nelius B. Everest a life member of 
the American Bible Society. 





I’vom the Christian Hera’d. 
JUVENILE BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Platisburgh, (N. Y.) Nov. 7, 1816. 


Dear Sir,—Ilf you should think that the 
publication of the following will be calecu- 
lated to do good, and stimulate others, [ 
shall be much pleased to see it in your high- 
ly useful publication, 

Greater attention is now given to the 
+ Word of Life” than was ever before 
known, and no doubt much good will re- 
ault from so excellent a practiee. Youth 
are stimulated to commit its sacred contents 
to their memories ; which is an earnest, it is 


hoped, of an exemplary Christian life ig 
more mature age. 

Juvenile Associations for this purpose 
will always be exhilarating, to Christians 
ofevery name, as having an evident ten- 
dency to promote harmony in Christian 
views, and as leading to that desideratuin 
in Christian principles, so devoutly to be 
wished for, when the ** Watchmen of Zion 
shall see eye to eye,” and when that * pure 
langnage” shall be © turned to the people” 
spoken of by Zephaniah, iii.9. With ‘hese 
remarks. t send you the plan of a* Juvenile 
Socie'y,” fur committing the Seriptures to 
memory, lately established by Mr. William 
Young, of Albany, Teacher of the Lancas- 
terian Sebool in this village. The usual 
formula of constitutions is omitted, as be- 
ing needless with children from 6 to 14 
years of age: the ages of (he greater part 
of this promising association. About 40 
have becume iembers, many of whom have 
distinguished themselves by committing 
from 12 to nearly 50 verses in a week, be- 
sides attending to their usual business aad 
school exercises. 


The following is a copy of the regula- 
tions : 

I. Itis the design of this Tus enile Asso- 
ciation, that the members thereof shall be 
distinguished in the village for their good 
midral character, their obedience to their 
parents and teachers, kindness to their 
school fellows, and courtesy to their neigh- 
buurs. 

If. That the members shall contribute 
one cent per week, if possible, to buy some 
clothes or bread for poor children, or to 
give them a Bible and good books. 

Iil. ‘Ibateach member shall commit to 
memory, every week, as many verses as 
may be pessible, of the chapter selected by 
the teacher, to recite on Saturday; to meet 
at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. But in no 
case to neglect their parents’ business, or 
their school duties. 

LV. ‘Those who have ability, to find pas- 
sages of scripture, which shall be proofs to 
some truth, or an answer to some question, 
which may be proposed one meeting previ- 
ous. The proofs or answers to be written 
in a fair band,signed with their own names, 
sealed up asa note, and delivered on the 
days of meeting. Those which may be ap- 
proved, shall be registered for the Pat- 
ron’s inspection and reward. 

V. Those who reci'e well, may com- 
mit a selection of Hymns, or some of the 
Psalins. 

VL. Those who recite, to have the privi- 
lege of asking any question, either of the 
Patrons or Teachers: such as the mean- 
ing of a word, phrase, or sentiment, cone 
tained in the lesson they have recited. 

Vil. The officers of the Society to be 
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twoor more Patrons, two Auditors, a Re- 
corde:, anda JTreasurer. 

Rev. Frederick Halsey, Rev. Nathaniel 
Fewit, Pairons; Miss Cornelia Baker, 
Master Amasa Winchel, Auditurs; Miss 
Rhoana Flagg, Treasurer ; Master A. B—, 
hecorder. 


Holy Bible! Book Divine ! Precious Treas- 
ure! thou art mine : 

Mine, to tell me whence | came; mine, to 
teach me. batl am! 

Mine, to chide me when Lrove; mine, to 
show a Saviour’s love. 

Mine art thou to guide my feet; mine, to 
judge, condemn, acquit ! 

Mine to comfort in distress, if the Holy 
Spirit bless ; 

Mine, to show by living fuith, Man can 
triumph over death! 

Mine to tell of joys to come, and the rebel 
sinner’s doom. 

Oh ! thou precious Book Divine ! Precious 
‘reasure, thou art mine. 


The state of religion in this place, is, on 
the whole, encouraging to the frieuds of 
Zion. Many are inguiring “the way” 
‘their faces thitherward ;” and many are 
added te the Church. In Beekmantown, a 
few miles from this, the attention of divine 
things, has been, and now is, very lively. 
Many youihs have become savingly ac- 
qusinied with * ibe truth as it is in Jesus ;” 
and the aged have been led to call upon 
Him who will regard prayer, though at 
the “eleventh hour.” Other places adja- 
eent to this have had their attention drawn 
to the ** one thing needful,” and many have 
** chosen that good part which shall pot be 
taken away” from (hem. 

We certainly live in the dawn of that 
day ** when all shall know the Lord from 
the least unto the greatest,” and the know- 
ledge of God “ shall cover the earth as the 
waters do the sea.” May the full day be 
hastened on the wings of time. 





Extract from the 10th anniversary sermon of 
the Rev. L. Mills, Pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Church in Beckei, (Mass.) June 5th 
1816. 


At my ordination, (June 5th 1806,) there 
were, in this church, 89 members ; of whom 
we have lost, by death and dismission, 41. 
Since that time, we have received into our 
communion, 106; of whom, also, 19 have 
been removed. Of course, this church now 
consists of 135 members ; 48 males, and 87 
females 

About the year 1786-7, there was a con- 
siderable attention to religion, in this 
town. Of the particulars I have received 
no information; but the effects of it are 
visible, to the present day. 

Ia 1807, about a year after my ordina- 
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tion, a more then usual attention was 
manifest, among this people; aud though 
it was confined, principally, to one seetion 
of the town, yet it resulted, in the addition 
of about 20 persons to this church. 

From this time, ensued a long season of 
spiritual dearth ; until, in September last, 
the Lord was pleased to return unto us, by 
the gracious visitations of his spirit These 
influences were, emphatically, * like rain 
upon the mown grass,” and, * as the small 
rain upon the tender herb. ” En truth, my 
brethren, the love of many had waxed cold; 
but i trust tha! some, aad 1b hope all of us, 
“wept when we reinembered Zion” ‘then 
it was, that we were enabled to adopi the 
words of “the sweet singer of Israel ;” 
‘*thou shali arise and have mercy upon 
Zion: for the time to favor her, yea, the 
set time is come. For thy servants tak 
pleasure in her stones, and favor the dus¢ 
thereof.” ** The Lord hearkened and beard 
it; and a book of remembrance was wr iten 
betore him;’? and * the Lord turned again 
our captivity.” 

The work, which thus commenced, was 
silent, solemn, and, as far as erring human 
judgment can decide, genuine and tree 
from enthusiaso»y. Lt continued in its power 
and progress, about five months; nor has 
it, as yet, entirely disappeared. As the 
fruits of this blessed visitation, more thaa 
seventy persons entertain hopes of an_ 
union to the Redeemer ; fifty-five of whom 
have united themselves to this church. 

How many of these conversions will 
abide the final trial, we will not presume 
even to conjecture. ‘Ihe record of ‘he 
work is on high; and the ul:imate Mecision 
we cheerlully leave with him who hath 
said, ** 1 the Lord search the heart, I try 
the reins, even to give every man accord. 
ing to bis works, and according to the 
fruit of his doings.” 

Within the period we are reviewing, the 
number of baptisms administered, in this 
church, has been 182: of which number, 
34 have received the ordinance, upon their 
aimission to the church; and 140, upon 
the profession of faith made by their pa 
rents. 


Extract of a letter from Putney, Vt. 
Oct. 25, 1816. 


“ The attention to religion, with us, 
still continues: and those who have 
manifested a hope, give us very satis- 
factory evidence of their piety. We 
have 81 propounded to our Church ; 
which, with these lately admitted, 
make about 100. Thisisa greater in- 
gathering than we ever expected to 
see in soshort a time : It isthe Lord’s 
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doings and it is marvellous it our 
eyes; we doubt not you will be dis- 
posed to rejoice with us. 

There is yet a greater number who 
exhibit hopefulevidences of ptety who 
have not offered themselves for a pub- 
lic profession ; we hope they will soon. 

Great attentisn we learn is mani- 
fested to serious things in the adjoin- 
mg town of Westininster. 





A Baptist Church has lately been 
established in this place, On the afler- 
noou of the organization of the So- 
ciety Elder Henry Lines was installed 
jheir pastor. ‘The eeremonics and 

svecessary business were perforined in 


the vld Episcopal Church, the use of 


which was politely tendered to the 
Baptists by its proprictors. 





New Auxiliartes to the American Bible 
Society. 

The Bible Society of Maine—The 

Bible Society of Salem and vicinity, 


(Mass.)—The Female Bible Society of 


Cincinnati, (Ohio.) 
These make the number ef Auxil- 
iaries now known, to be—62. 


Stereotype Bible. 


Seven thousand copies ofthe Brevier 
Bible have been printed from the Ste- 
reotvpe Plates finished last snmmer. 
The first 3500 copies were struck off 
for the New-York and Auxiliary New- 
York Bible Societies, for whom the 
Plates were executed: Of these only 
about 400 copies on superfine paper 
remain undisposed of.—3500 copies 
have been printed for account of the 
American Bible Society, who now own 
the Plates. 1000 copies of these last 
mentioned, on common paper, are 
nearly all bound and ready for deliv- 
ery 3 and 2500 on fine paper are ready 
to be delivered in sheets :—part of 
them will be beund in the course of a 
few days. ‘There is also now in the 
press an edition of 2500 copies on fine 
French paper. These Bibles are all 


sold to Auxiliary Societies at the mere 
cost of the paper, press-work and bind- 
ing—the val, 


or wear and tear of 


Vol. I. 


the Plates, not being taken into the 
esuimation.—Chris. Her. 


Ordinations. 


Messrs. Jesse Frost and Samuel Porter. 
of Waterbury, were ordained to the work 
of Evangelists, on Ubursday, 24th Oct, 
here being no house sufficiently large te 
contain the people, the ordination took 
place ina field, where suicable preparations 
had been made. The weather being fine, 
a numerous and respectable audience at- 
teuded the services. 





On Thorsday, 3ist October, the Rev. 
Leonard Withingtoa wes ordained over the 
Congregational Church in Newbury. diass, 
Rev. Mr. Andrews made the introductory 
prayer, Rev. Mr. Codman preached the 
Sermon from Eph. iv. 15. * But speaking 
the truth in love,” Rev. Dr. Parish made 
the consecrating prayer, Rev. Mr. Milli- 
more gave the charge, Rev Mr. Kirby gave 
the right hand of fellowship, Rev. Mr. 
Guyle made the concluding prayer. 

The services concluded with the follow- 
ing Hymn composed for the occasion by 
the Rev. Mr. W. 


Sev iour of men! all saints confess 

Thy sovereign power, aad all obey ; 
Look, we beseech Thee, down and bless 

What we weak worms have cone to-day. 
Thy glorions banner floats unfurl’d 

Midst Angel-Hos's around thy throne, 
And we, against a warriag world, 

Would take that banner for our own. 
Whenc’er we aim (our efforts weak ) 

Thy lovely awful naine to preach, 
Assist our mortal ‘tongues to speak 

What mortal tongues can never teach. 


Let ardent love our breasts inspire, 
That love let meekest wisdom guide ; 
Let zeal awake ifs warmest fire, 
But not the zeal of sinful pride. 


Help us to keep the gospel ground, 
‘The dove and serpent mingled well, 

Cantious to give no needless wound, 
Yet faithful all the truth to tell. 


Should any from thy fold remove, 
And give thy cause a wound severe, 

Help us their wandrings to reprove, 
And o’er them all to drop a tear. 


O! let us never, never see 

Contention’s sharp aad thorny rod; 
Let each ‘o each a Bro_her be, 

A Brother in the house of God. 


Thus whilst we toil, do ‘Thou bestow 
Thy grace, like showers from vernai 
skies; 
Let rivers of salvation flow; 
Let trees of righteousness arise, 





